WELCOME!

OFFICIAL PLAN REVIEW
VIRTUAL WORKSHOP

LED BY: @ Powell Planning & Associates

NOVEMBER 12, 2025




Agenda

Introduction

Town of Thessalon Official Plan
Policy Directions

> Interactive Activity

Discussion & Questions

Next Steps




Housekeeping

Questions or Comments:

Use the Raise Hand or Chat function to share your thoughts or ask
questions.

Interactive Activity:
Visit menti.com
Enter the Code: 3637 2660 to participate



1. Introduction

@ Purpose of the Virtual Workshop

Purpose of an Official Plan Review
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Purpose of Today’s Virtual Workshop

- Provide an update on the Official Plan Review process and progress to date.

- Present the key findings from earlier engagement activities and the Policy Direction
Report.

- Share policy directions that reflect community feedback.
- Gather additional input from residents and collaborators.
« Ensure the Official Plan aligns with Thessalon’s long-term vision and community priorities.

- Encourage continued community participation.
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Purpose of an Official Plan

(1)
(‘ﬂy A land use planning policy document that guides long-term growth and
0

development
9o Prepared with input from the community, stakeholders, and Council to
’d ensure future planning and development meets the needs and goals of the
community

Provides policies for matters such as:

Identifying the appropriate location for growth and development

Protecting natural features and functions, cultural heritage features and archaeological resources
Ensuring the orderly development of safe and healthy communities

Ensuring appropriate transportation and servicing infrastructure is planned for

Economic development
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What is an Official Plan Review?

- The Planning Act requires municipalities to revise their official plan every five
years, unless replaced by another new official plan to ensure the official plan:

- Implements any changes to the Provincial Planning Statement and provincial plans
- Has regard for matters of provincial interest under Section 2 of the Planning Act
- Continues to address local priorities and changing community needs

- Engagement opportunities to receive input from the community and Council will help guide
the Official Plan Review process and policy development
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Reviewing the Town'’s Official Plan

2. Town of Thessalon Official Plan Review

X
N

Official Plan Review Process
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Join ot menticom | usecode 3637 2660 M Mentimeter

What do you want the future of Thessalon to look like?

progressive inclusive
connected affordable more shops
quiet after 6 pm active transportation more active
bigger or another grocery

medical and housing hubs vibrant
stable physician service

»0



Purpose of an Official Plan Review

- The Official Plan is being updated to:

- Ensure the vision and goals still align with community needs and Council priorities
- Incorporate legislative requirements under the Planning Act
- Be consistent with the Provincial Planning Statement 2024

- Various public engagement opportunities will help inform the updated vision and
policies

- Council will adopt the updated Official Plan, and the Minister of Municipal Affairs
and Housing is the approval authority

- Targeted adoption: Spring 2026
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PHASE 1:
BACKGROUND REVIEW

The existing Official Plan
will be reviewed to better
understand opportunities
to improve the Official
Plan, achieve consistency
with Provincial policies and
ensure it reflects the
changing needs and

priorities of the community.

A Background Report will
be completed and made
available at the end of the

Background Review phase.

PHASE 2:
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

We want to hear what is
important to you.

Ongaing public

. engagement opportunities

will be provided
throughout the duration of
the project which may
include surveys,

workshops, pop-up events,

informational materials,
public open houses and
moere! Stay tuned for
ongoing updates and how
to get involved.

PHASE 3:
POLICY DIRECTIONS

The Policy Directions
phase will build on the
findings of the Background
Report and consider

* feedback received through

ongoing engagement
opportunities to inform
recommendations for
policy development in the
updated Official Plan. A
Policy Directions Report
will be completed and
made available at the end
of the Policy Directions
phase.

ONGOING PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT OPPORTUNITIES

PHASE 4:
DRAFT OFFICIAL PLAN
AMENDMENT

The recommendations
made in the Policy
Directions phase will
inform the development of
new policies and revisicns
to existing policies through
the preparation of the Draft
Official Plan Amendment.
The Draft Official Plan
Amendment will be made
available for public review
and comment and will be
presented at a future
Public Meeting.

Official Plan Review Process

PHASE 5:
ADOPTION AND
APPROVAL

The proposed Draft Official

Plan Amendment will
proceed to a future
Council Meeting to be
considered for adoption.
Should Council adopt the
Official Plan Amendment,
the updated Official Plan
will be submitted to the
Ministry of Municipal
Affairs and Housing for
approval.

D

Powell Planning & Associates



3. Policy
Directions
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Activity #1

Join at menticom | use code 3637 2660 M Mentimeter

In your opinion, which housing issue do you believe is the most urgent to address in Thessalon?

Expanding Affordable Housing Supprating High-Density Encouraging More Mixed-use Increasing Rental Options
Options Development Development



A

Growth Management, Population & Housing

What We’'ve Heard
Expand affordable housing options
Increase rental housing availability
Support additional residential units (ARUs)

Provide more diverse housing choices to address limited options in the Town, particularly
for young adults and aging residents, allowing community members to age in place and
future generations to remain in the community

Policy Direction: Establish minimum targets for the provision of housing that is affordable to
low and moderate income households

Policy Direction: Update additional residential unit policies to provide clarity and conform with
provincial requirements
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Activity #2

In your opinion, what matters most for a healthy and resilient local economy in Thessalon?

o)

Making better use of existing lands ond  Attract new and diverse employers to Attrocting new and diverse
buikdings the community employment opportunities

[ X
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Economic Development

What We've Heard
Utilize underdeveloped and underutilized parcels more effectively
Encourage adaptive reuse of existing buildings

Optimize land and industrial areas to support new and diverse employment
opportunities

Policy Direction: improve and update policies for the protection of employment areas,
including adding policies for employment land conversions

Policy Direction: Align applicable land use designations with the updated provincial
framework for “employment areas”
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Activity #3

Join ot menticom | use code 3637 2660 M Mentimeter

Which transportation or infrastructure initiative should the Town prioritize to support sustainable growth?

Upgrade roads, water, and sewer infrastructure to accommodate growth

1.

Enhance and expand recreational trails
Ei

Promote accessible and inclusive active transportation
3i
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Transportation & Infrastructure

What We've Heard

Concerns about infrastructure capacity, particularly roads, water, and sewer systems, to
support future growth

Value placed on parks, trails, and the waterfront, with a focus on protecting and
enhancing these community assets

Policy Direction: Integrate servicing and land use planning to support efficient growth

Policy Direction: Expand recreational trail policies to align with PPS 2024 requirements for
inclusivity, accessibility, and active transportation
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Activity #4

Join ot menticom | use code 3637 2660 4 Mentimeter

When you think about how land is used in Thessalon, what's the first word
that comes to mind?

too much vacancy

opportunity
potential spacious beaut



Land Use

Central Area District Designhation

Policy Direction: Encourage the redevelopment of underutilized commercial lands for
mixed-used development

Rural Designhation
Policy Direction: Include a definition of on-farm diversified uses
Hazard Lands Overlay

Policy Direction: Integrate climate change considerations into hazard planning
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4. Questions &
Discussion
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5. Next Steps

Preparation of Engagement Summary Report #2 which summarizes today’s virtual Public
Open House Workshop and all feedback received to date

Preparation of Draft Official Plan Amendment

\ [J
):
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Delivery of Draft Official Plan Amendment to Council on December 15, 2025
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Thank You!

We are happy to address any questions.

@ Powell Planning & Associates

Aimee Powell, MCIP, RPP Carly Murphy, Planner Bilan Mohamud, Planner
Chief Planning Officer carly@powellplanning.ca bilan@powellplanning.ca
aimee@powellplanning.ca

Visit https://thessalon.ca/town-services/planning-and-development/ to stay informed
about the project.

Register for email updates by emailing officialplanreview@thessalon.ca or providing your
contact information to the Town.
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