


Introduction

The Thessalon Farmers’ Market is dedicated to connecting local growers, producers, and
entrepreneurs with the Thessalon and surrounding communities; creating a welcoming
marketplace that fills a regional need, draws residents and visitors, and supports the long-term
economic growth of Thessalon. We are excited to move forward with this initiative, which aims
to create a vibrant and engaging tourism experience within our community.

2026 Inaugural Season

We're excited to launch our first year of the Farmers’ Market and celebrate local food, local
businesses, and local community. Thank you for being part of our beginning in the Farmers’
market industry, we can’t wait to learn and grow together.

Market Dates

The Market will take place on Thursday afternoons and evenings. Based on results from the
vendor interest survey, there was a strong response in favor of holding the market on Thursdays.
This schedule helps accommodate vendors who are already committed to markets in
neighbouring communities, while also attracting visitors who are arriving for the weekend.

The Market will begin on Thursday, June 25, 2026, and will run through Thursday, October 8, 2026,
the Thursday prior to Thanksgiving.

Hours of Operations

June — August: 3:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
September — October: 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.
*Hours of operation are subject to change.
Extended Season

If weather conditions remain favorable and vendor and customer turnout continues to be strong
toward the end of the operating season, the Committee may choose to extend the market season
at a discounted rate. Seasonal Vendors will receive free setup during any approved extended
season dates.

Farmers’ Market Location

The Farmers’ Market will take place at the Thessalon Marina at 56 Algoma Street in Thessalon,
Ontario.



Vendor Eligibility and Capacity

To comply with Algoma Public Health Ontario regulations, more than 50% of market vendors must
be producers of farm products who are primarily selling their own food products.

Accordingly, @ minimum of 51% of vendor spaces will be prioritized for local growers and food
producers. The remaining 49% of vendor spaces may be allocated to artisans, crafters, and
specialty item vendors.

Vendor Fees

Thessalon Farmers’ Market Cost HST Total
Seasonal Vendor (16 Weeks) 275.00 35.75 310.75
*If season is extended, seasonal vendors continue for

free.

Weekly Vendor 20.00 2.60 22.60
Extended Season — Weekly Vendor Fee 10.00 1.30 11.30

Vendors with approved applications will be invoiced accordingly.
Communication

We’ll keep in touch with participating vendors in a few easy ways:

Market Manager: The Market Manager will be your main point of contact and will be available
for questions, support, and on-site communication during the market.

e Facebook Thessalon Farmers’ Market Page: For general updates, reminders, and market-day
info.

e Town of Thessalon Website: www.thessalon.ca

e Mass Email: For important announcements, schedule updates, and any changes vendors need
to know about.

Market Manager (TBD)

Name

Email

Phone

Municipal Contact Information

Town of Thessalon — townofthess@thessalon.ca; 705-842-2217
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Deputy Clerk: Lindsay MacFarlane — lindsay@thessalon.ca

Municipal Operations Manager: TBD

Thessalon Marina Staff: marina@thessalon.ca; 705-842-5188

Market Day Guidelines

Setup & Takedown Times

Setup

¢ Vendors may begin setup 1-2 hours before the market opens.

¢ All booths must be fully set up and ready to sell by market opening time.
e Early arrival helps keep setup safe and stress-free for everyone.
Takedown

¢ Vendors are expected to remain set up for the full duration of the market.

e Early takedown is discouraged, as it affects the market experience for customers and other
vendors.

o Takedown may begin only after the market officially closes, unless approved by the Market
Manager.

General Courtesy & Safety
¢ Vendors must follow all instructions provided by the Market Manager at all times.

e Vendors are expected to be respectful of neighbouring vendors during setup, takedown,
and throughout market hours.

¢ Please notify the Market Manager as early as possible if you anticipate arriving late or
need to leave early.

e Vendor setups and activities must not interfere with Thessalon Marina operations.

e All vendors must treat Municipal Staff and Marina guests with respect and courtesy at all
times.

e Vendors must park only in designated parking areas.

e By participating in the market, vendors acknowledge that they are representing the Town
of Thessalon and are expected to conduct themselves in a professional, respectful, and
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courteous manner toward patrons, marina users, fellow vendors, Municipal Staff, and the
general public.

Cleanliness & Waste Management
e Vendors are responsible for keeping their booth and surrounding area clean at all times.

o All packaging, food scraps, and trash must be placed in designated bins or taken with you
when you leave.

¢ No dumping of liquids, grease, or waste onto the ground or marina area.

e Report any spills or hazards to the Market Manager immediately.
e Booths should be left clean and free of debris at the end of each market day.

e Vendors are encouraged to use reusable, recyclable, or compostable packaging whenever
possible.

¢ In compliance with By-law 2550 — the use of single use plastic checkout bags is prohibited

o Exceptions can be found in the above noted By-law however those that may pertain
to the Farmers’ Market in particular include:

= package loose bulk items such as fruit, vegetables, nuts, grains candy;
= contain or wrap frozen foods, meat, poultry, and fish;
= protect prepared foods or bakery items that are not pre-packaged;
= wrap flowers or potted plants
Food Sampling

Food sampling is not permitted unless all criteria outlined on pages 7 and 8 of Algoma Public
Health’s Farmers’ Market Operating Guidelines are met.

Resources
Algoma Public Health

Operating Guidelines for Farmer’s Markets:
https://www.algomapublichealth.com/media/6373/farmers-market-operating-guidelines.pdf

Farmers Market Vendor Permit Application:
https://www.algomapublichealth.com/media/6166/farmers-market-vendor-permit-application-

22-09-28.pdf

Certified Food Hander:


https://www.algomapublichealth.com/media/6373/farmers-market-operating-guidelines.pdf
https://www.algomapublichealth.com/media/6166/farmers-market-vendor-permit-application-22-09-28.pdf
https://www.algomapublichealth.com/media/6166/farmers-market-vendor-permit-application-22-09-28.pdf

https://www.algomapublichealth.com/environment-inspections/food-safety/food-handler-

training/

Ontario Federation of Agriculture (OFA)

Cultivating Local: https://ofa.on.ca/cultivating-local/

Selling at Farmers’ Market Workshop:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py3VIw1t8kQ&list=PLUdO-
SWItNHmMkIXDhNO5aghlFgSgmQigt&index=8

Thank you for your interest in joining the Thessalon Farmers’ Market

Document Established: January 2026


https://www.algomapublichealth.com/environment-inspections/food-safety/food-handler-training/
https://www.algomapublichealth.com/environment-inspections/food-safety/food-handler-training/
https://ofa.on.ca/cultivating-local/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py3VIw1t8kQ&list=PLUd0-SWltNHmk1XDhNO5aqhIFgSqmQiqt&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Py3VIw1t8kQ&list=PLUd0-SWltNHmk1XDhNO5aqhIFgSqmQiqt&index=8

Thessalon Farmers’ Market Application

2026 Operating Season

Town of Thessalon
= 187 Main Street, P.O. Box 220

Thessalon, ON. POR 1LO
townofthess@thessalon.ca

#DiscoverTHESSALON

www.thessalon.ca
705-842-2217

Deadline to apply: May 22, 2026
1. Vendor Information

Business / Farm Name:

Primary Contact Name:

Business Address:

Phone Number:

Email Address:

Website / Social Media (optional):

2. Vendor Type

Check all that apply:

I Farmer / Grower (produce, plants, honey, maple, etc.)
1 Food Producer (baked goods, preserves, sauces, etc.)
1 Prepared Food Vendor (ready-to-eat food)

U1 Artisan / Crafter

L1 Other:

3. Products You Plan to Sell

List all products:
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Are your products fully produced by you?

[JYes
1 No — explain:

4. Compliance with Algoma Public Health & Ontario Regulations

| agree to comply with APH and Ontario Regulation 493/17 requirements, including:

Selling only approved foods/products from approved sources/facilities.
No egg sales permitted.
Meat products must be inspected by CFIA or OMAFRA.
Home-prepared foods must meet APH safety standards.
Foods requiring temperature control must maintain proper storage temperatures.
Food sampling or on-site preparation must have:

o Approved hand-washing station

o Proper sanitation

o Food handler certification (recommended)
All food products must be clearly labeled with:

o Vendorname

o Productname

o Ingredients

o Allergens

o Storage/handling instructions



Attach documentation if required:

L1 Food Handler Certificate

1 Algoma Public Health Market Vendor — Food Vendors
L Proof of inspected kitchen/facility

U Insurance certificate

1 Meat inspection documentation (if applicable)

1 Other permits:

5. Booth & Equipment Requirements
Number of tables you wish to bring:

Approximate space you feel you will need:
(Requested space may not be guaranteed.)

Table/Tent/ Canopy:
Il understand that | am responsible to bring my own table, portable tent/canopy with
proper weights.

Wi-Fi: Free Wi-Fi is available (signal strength may vary).

Hydro / Electricity: May be accommodated but not guaranteed.
If you require electricity, explain why and list equipment:

Vehicle Access / Parking at Booth:

1 Require one standard size parking spot

LI Will not have a vehicle on-site weekly

1 Oversized Vehicle (Please specify as this may be subject to space availability)

Booth Layout Sketch:
Attach drawing of layout (showing table, tent, and display arrangement)

Please check if attached:




Food Sampling

Will there be any sampling of your food products atthe market? [Yes [INo
Will there be any food preparation on site? [1Yes [INo

If YES, where will hand washing occur?

** Note that sharing of hand sinks with other vendors is not permitted

6. Legal Product Compliance

By signing this application, | confirm that:
e | am legally authorized to sell all products offered at the market.
e |lamresponsible for any required licenses, certifications, or inspections.
e The market committee may request documentation to verify compliance.

Attach relevant documentation if required:
[ Licenses / permits

1 Food Handler Certificate

U Insurance

LI Proof of inspected facility

7. Market Dates & Fee Selection (2026 Season)
Market runs Thursdays from June 25 - October 8, 2026.

Weekly Rate: $20 per week
Seasonal Rate:

A. Attendance Selection

June 2026
O June 25

July 2026
CJuly2 OJuly9 OlJuly16 OJuly23 [OJuly 30

August 2026
LJAugust6 [August13 [OAugust20 [August27



September 2026
[1September3 [1September10 [September17 [September24

October 2026
O October1 [OOctober8

B. Fee Option

[0 Seasonal Rate — $275.00 + HST (16 weeks)
[0 Weekly Rate — $20.00 + HST x number of weeks selected

*Applicant will be invoiced when/if application is approved.

*Spotis not guaranteed until payment is received.
C. Possible Season Extension (Weather Permitting)

Would you be interested to attend additional dates after October 8" at a discounted rate?
L1Yes
INo

8. Payment Terms

e Payment is due after the Economic Development and Tourism Committee has your
application.

e Vendors will be invoiced for fees; space is not confirmed until payment is received.
e Allfees are non-refundable, regardless of attendance or weather.
9. Vendor Agreement & Signature
By signing this application, | acknowledge and agree:
¢ Allinformation provided is accurate.
e | will comply with Algoma Public Health, Ontario regulations, and market rules.

e |havereceived a copy of the Algoma Public Health Vendor Permit Application and will
submit to Algoma Public Health once Vendor Application is approved.

e | willonly sell products | am legally authorized to sell.

e | am responsible for supplying all required booth equipment, including tables and
tent/canopy with weights.



e Allfees are non-refundable.

e The Town of Thessalon reserves the right to terminate this agreement and my
participation if market rules, public health regulations, or safety requirements are not
followed. Termination does not entitle me to a refund.

¢ | will maintain a clean, safe, and professional booth at all times.

Vendor Signature:
Date:

10. Office Use Only

Application Received:

Approved: [1Yes [LINo

Booth Assignment:

Notes:

Personalinformation contained on this form is collected pursuant to the Municipal Freedom
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. This information is collected for the purpose of
confirming the above request for vendor space at the Town of Thessalon’s Farmers’ Market.
Any questions related to the collection of this information should be directed to the Town of
Thessalon.



