
2026-01                          COUNCIL                      January 26, 2026 
  
THESE MINUTES ARE THE INTERPRETATION OF THE RECORDER ONLY 
AND ARE NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY COUNCIL! 
 
The Mayor declared the Regular Meeting open at 6:30 p.m.  Present in the W. 
J. Barrett Chambers were Mayor Jordan Bird, Deputy Mayor Tracey Cooke, 
Councillors Kevin King, Randy Rankin, Caryn Orchard, Marcel Baron, Lindsay 
Tallon, Town Superintendent Ken Seabrook, Deputy Clerk Lindsay MacFarlane, 
and Clerk-Treasurer Debbie Rydall.  
 
Unable to attend:  None 
  
Delegations – Amie Powell and Bilan Mohamud from Powell Planning and 
Associates attended by ZOOM and presented the housekeeping Zoning By-
Law Amendment and provided an update on the Official Plan Review.  
 
Resolutions: 
 
2026-01-01: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that the 
minutes from the Regular Council Meeting held on December 15, 2025 be 
adopted.”                         CARRIED 
 
2026-01-02: Lindsay Tallon – Marcel Baron: “Be it resolved that the 
Council of the Town of Thessalon supports the resolution from the Township 
of Nairn and Hyman commending the Government of Canada for its leadership 
and for implementing substantial measures to support Canada’s steel and 
softwood lumber industries during this period of trade volatility and 
respectfully urges the Government of Ontario to introduce additional financial, 
regulatory, and policy-based supports to ensure that Ontario’s steel, forestry, 
and lumber sectors remain competitive, resilient, and able to withstand 
ongoing international trade pressures and that Council specifically calls upon 
the Province of Ontario to work directly with industry stakeholders, including 
municipalities and major employers such as Interfor, to create programs and 
investments that will help protect jobs, maintain production capacity, and 
support long-term industry growth in Northern Ontario and further, that this 
resolution be forwarded to the appropriate parties.”                               CARRIED 
 
Declaration: Deputy Mayor Tracey Cooke declared a conflict of interest 
 
2026-01-03: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that Council 
authorizes a donation in the amount of $250.00 to Crime Stoppers of Sault 
Ste. Marie and Algoma District.”            CARRIED 
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2026-01-04: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that the proposed 
Housekeeping Zoning By-law Amendment (ZBA), as presented by Powell 
Planning & Associates, to update and clarify provisions within the existing 
Zoning By-law 2510 and to consolidate previously approved amendments, be 
approved.”                                                   CARRIED 

 
2026-01-05: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that the Town 
of Thessalon becomes a member of Farmers’ Market Ontario with the $200.00 
membership fee plus HST to be included in the 2026 budget.”     CARRIED 
 
2026-01-06: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that the 
Thessalon Farmers’ Market application package be approved as presented.”   
                                                                   CARRIED 
 
2026-01-07: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that Council 
supports the Human Resources Committee in considering the integration the 
duties of a Farmers’ Market Manager into the Marina Harbour Master’s job 
scope, with the results to be reported back to Council at a later date.”  
                     CARRIED 
 
2026-01-08: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that a short 
advertisement for the Thessalon Farmers’ Market vendor call be shared with 
neighboring municipalities for inclusion in their upcoming newsletters and for 
posting on their social media platforms.”                           CARRIED 
 

2026-01-09: Randy Rankin – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that a letter of 
support be sent to the Ontario Association of Fire Chiefs (OAFC), requesting 
that the Office of the Fire Marshal reconsider extending the existing service 
life limits on fire trucks that pass annual MTO safety inspections and tank and 
pump inspections, particularly in small communities with low call volumes and 
low-mileage fire apparatus.”                                                    CARRIED 
 
 
2026-01-10: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that Council 
approves the theme “Northern Summer Beach Bash” for the 2026 Community 
Days.”                   CARRIED 
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2026-01-11: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that, in order 
to accommodate the Snowarama for Easter Seals Kids’ event to be held on 
February 28, 2026, a staging area be created by plowing the parking lot 
between the two ball fields and further, that signage be installed to restrict 
vehicle and pedestrian travel in and around Thessalon Lakeside Park.”                 
                                                                                                CARRIED 
 
2026-01-12: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that Challenger 
Sports be secured to operate a week-long Soccer Camp from August 10 to 
August 14, 2026 or August 17 to August 21, 2026 and further, that the Town 
assist with promoting this camp and support the coordination of billets for the 
two to three staff members.”          CARRIED 
 
2026-01-13: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that public 
skating and public hockey be scheduled through the March Break with the 
times to be determined by the Town Superintendent at a cost of $2.00 per 
person.”                   CARRIED 
 
2026-01-14: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that Council 
approves the free usage of the Thessalon Memorial Arena by the Thessalon 
Fire Department in conjunction with the North Shore Firefighter Challenge 
Committee from April 17 to April 26, 2026 inclusive and the Thessalon Marina 
parking lot for the “Mobile Live Fire Training Unit” burn trailer for training from 
April 22 to April 25, 2026 inclusive, allowing enough time for set up and clean 
up and further, to accommodate for easier foot traffic, Main Street between 
Algoma Street to Bay Street be closed on Saturday, April 25, 2026 from 8:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. with police, fire, ambulance, and bus services to be notified 
of the closure.”                                     CARRIED 
 
2026-01-15: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that Jeff 
Spence’s letter of resignation be accepted with regret.”        CARRIED 
 
2026-01-16: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that the 
Accounts Payable to January 26, 2026 in a total amount of $329,868.56 
($196,805.46 for the 2025 year and $133,063.10 for the 2026 year) be 
approved for payment, noting that for any member of Council who has 
declared a pecuniary interest with regard to any account, their approval is 
based on this account(s) being excluded from the total accounts payable.”    
                                                      CARRIED 
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2026-01-17: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that since 
Boxing Day falls on Saturday, December 26, 2026, Council authorizes the 
substitution of Monday, December 28, 2026 for Boxing Day.”     CARRIED 
 
2026-01-18: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that staff 
research options to fill the By-law Enforcement Officer Contract position and 
provide a report to Council on the findings.”                          CARRIED 
 
2026-01-19: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that an 
application for the 100% funding opportunity through the Ontario Trillium 
Foundation Capital Grant stream for up to $200,000, be completed for the 
development of a new pickleball sports area with up to four courts and 
additional multi-use capabilities for tennis, volleyball and basketball, if funding 
allows.”                                                                              CARRIED 
 
2026-01-20: Randy Rankin – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that Council 
approves the revised machine time rates as presented.”        CARRIED 
 
2026-01-21: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that the 
Seniors’ Program March Break Activities be approved, with the Seniors’ 
Program Coordinator/Office Assistant being authorized to make any minor 
modifications deemed appropriate.”                                  CARRIED 
 
2026-01-22: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that Council 
authorizes the Clerk-Treasurer to attend the AMCTO Election Training and the 
Zone 7 meeting to be held on May 6, 7, and 8, 2026 in the City of Sudbury.”                              

  CARRIED 
 
2026-01-23: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that Council 
acknowledges receipt of the Committee and staff reports.”     CARRIED 
 
2026-01-24: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2719, being a by-law authorizing borrowing and pledging of security, 
be passed in open Council this 26th day of January, 2026.”     CARRIED 
 
2026-01-25: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2720, being a by-law to provide for an interim tax levy and to provide 
for the payment of taxes and to provide for penalty and interest of 1.25 per 
cent per month, be passed in open Council this 26th day of January, 2026.”  

CARRIED 
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2026-01-26: Lindsay Tallon – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2721, being a by-law to authorize the signing of an agreement and 
related documents between the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund Corporation 
(NOHFC) and the Corporation of the Town of Thessalon for Project Number 
75200258 – Thessalon Memorial Arena and Thessalon Curling Club energy-
efficient enhancements and ice re-surfacer, be passed in open Council this 
26th day of January, 2026.”                                                    CARRIED 
 
2026-01-27: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2722, being a by-law to authorize the signing of an agreement and 
related documents between His Majesty the King in Right of Ontario as 
represented by the Solicitor General and the Corporation of the Town of 
Thessalon for Fire Protection – Cancer Prevention Equipment, be passed in 
open Council this 26th day of January, 2026.”                          CARRIED 
 
2026-01-28: Lindsay Tallon – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2723, being a by-law to amend the User Fees and Service Charges of 
Schedule “G” of By-Law Number 1800, for the addition of fees for 3 on 3 
hockey tournaments, be passed in open Council this 26th day of January, 
2026.”                                                                              CARRIED 
 
2026-01-29: Randy Rankin – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2724, being a by-law to authorize the signing of an agreement and 
related documents between His Majesty the King in Right of Ontario as 
represented by the Honourable Minister of Transportation and the Corporation 
of the Town of Thessalon for the Pothole Prevention and Repair Program, be 
passed in open Council this 26th day of January, 2026.”        CARRIED 
 
2026-01-30: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “That Council proceed in 
Closed Session in order to address personal matters about an identifiable 
individual, including municipal or local board employees, and specifically, 1) a 
recommendation in regards to a co-op student and, 2) a recommendation in 
regards to Employee #36.”                                                    CARRIED 
 
2026-01-31: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “That Council resume Open 
Session.”                                                                              CARRIED 
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2026-01-32: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that, with 
regard to Closed Session Item No. 1), Council accepts the recommendation of 
the Human Resources Committee in regards to the co-op student.”  CARRIED 
 
2026-01-33: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that, with 
regard to Closed Session Item No. 2), Council accepts the recommendation of 
the Human Resources Committee in regards to Employee #36.”     CARRIED 
 
2026-01-34: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2725, being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the meeting of 
Council held on January 26, 2026, be passed in open Council this 26th day of 
January, 2026.”                                                                      CARRIED 
 
2026-01-35: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “That this meeting be 
adjourned at 8:26 p.m.”                                                    CARRIED 
 
 

 

 

             
      ____________________________ 
      Mayor 
   Seal       
 
             
      ____________________________ 
      Clerk-Treasurer  


