
2025-20                         COUNCIL                      December 15, 2025 
  
THESE MINUTES ARE THE INTERPRETATION OF THE RECORDER ONLY 
AND ARE NOT OFFICIAL UNTIL APPROVED BY COUNCIL. 
 
The Mayor declared the Regular Meeting open at 6:30 p.m.  Present in the W. 
J. Barrett Chambers were Mayor Jordan Bird, Deputy Mayor Tracey Cooke, 
Councillors Kevin King, Randy Rankin, Caryn Orchard, Marcel Baron, and 
Lindsay Tallon, Town Superintendent Ken Seabrook, Deputy Clerk Lindsay 
MacFarlane and Clerk-Treasurer Debbie Rydall.  
 
Unable to attend:  
 
Delegations: 
  
Resolutions: 
2025-20-01: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that the minutes 
from the Regular Council Meeting held on December 15, 2025 be adopted.” 
                                                                                                CARRIED 
 
2025-20-02: Lindsay Tallon – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that the 
minutes from the Special Council Meeting held on November 27, 2025 be 
adopted.”                    CARRIED 
 
2025-20-03: Randy Rankin – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that the Town of 
Thessalon hereby supports the letter from the Township of South-West Oxford 
in opposition to the Provincial decision on Automated Speed Enforcement 
(ASE) cameras and asks that this decision to ban ASE cameras be 
reconsidered, and that municipalities be permitted to continue using ASE 
cameras in school zones, community safe zones and urban areas where local 
councils deem them warranted and further that, this resolution be forwarded 
to the appropriate parties .”                                               CARRIED  
 
2025-20-04: Marcel Baron – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that Council 
authorizes the submission of an application through the Experience Ontario 
2026 program, for the Thessalon Community Days Events.”                CARRIED 
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2025-20-05: Randy Rankin – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that the Council 
of the Town of Thessalon formally endorses the adoption and phased 
implementation of a 2+1 highway program on Highways 17 and 11 as a 
nation-building project; and  
That the Government of Canada be urged to designate this initiative as a 
project of national interest under the Building Canada Act and to partner with 
Ontario to co-fund and accelerate planning, design, procurement, and 
construction; and  
That the Government of Ontario be urged to expand the announced pilot to a 
corridor-wide program, sequencing works as follows (subject to readiness and 
safety benefit); and 
That the Government of Ontario prioritize these projects into the Ministry of 
Transportation's Major Projects Division; and  
That both governments ensure early, ongoing, and capacity-supported 
engagement with affected Indigenous Nations, with opportunities for 
Indigenous training, contracting, and equity participation; and  
That the program incorporates corridor-wide safety features (barrier-
separated 2+1 cross-sections, controlled passing frequency, wildlife 
considerations), resilience measures (closure mitigation, climate adaptation), 
and clean-growth elements (EV charging readiness, recycled aggregates, 
lower-carbon materials); and further that this resolution be forwarded to the 
appropriate parties.”                                                            CARRIED 
 
 
2025-20-06: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that Council 
authorizes that up to two representatives attend the 2026 FONOM Conference 
to be held on May 11th, 12th and 13th in the City of Timmins.”               CARRIED 
 
2025-20-07: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that further 
investigation be undertaken into the Invasive Species Action Fund and the 
Invading Species Awareness Program through the Federation of Anglers and 
Hunters as potential funding sources for a purchase of a boat wash station to 
be located at the Municipal Marina and further, that a report of the findings be 
presented to Council at an upcoming meeting.”                      CARRIED 
 
2025-20-08: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that, to 
address invasive species and reduce the spread of such invasive species that 
are inhabiting the riverbank and other areas of the municipality, the 
Sustainability Through Environmental Practices (S.T.E.P) Committee recruit 
volunteers for an Invasive Species Working Group.”                     CARRIED 
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2025-20-09: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that an 
application form be completed to join the annual movement of Mobilizing 
Municipalities 2025 through Earth Day Canada.”     CARRIED 
 
2025-20-10: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that a letter be 
sent to the applicant of the recent Application for Consent to sever their 
properties, outlining the available options to move forward and further, that 
the applicant be asked to review their application to ensure it aligns with the 
option they choose to pursue prior to resubmitting it to the Town.”   
                                           CARRIED 
 
2025-20-11: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that the draft 
Official Plan submitted by Powell Planning and Associates be approved and 
further, that this draft be submitted to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing on December 16, 2025, to ensure Planning Act statutory 
requirements are met prior to the Public Open House scheduled on April 8, 
2026.”                                                                                     CARRIED       
 
2025-20-12: Kevin King – Randy Rankin : “Be it resolved that, recognizing 
the benefits of snowmobile tourism, a letter of support be provided to the 
Bruce Mines Sno Glyders for their initiative to establish a snowmobile staging 
area within the Town of Thessalon limits and further, that should the Sno 
Glyders approach the owner of the lands legally described as SEC 6 NW 1/4 
PT RIVER LOT 2 W PT SOUTH OF HWY 17 regarding the use of this property 
for a staging area, and should the property owner provide consent, the Town 
would support the initiative by supplying a culvert.”                                  CARRIED 
 
2025-20-13: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that, further to 
the proposal to allow backyard hens within the limits of the Town of Thessalon, 
a two-year pilot project be implemented, with participation limited to a set 
number of residents, and with an initial licence fee and an annual renewal fee 
to be required and further, that once the appropriate documentation is 
completed, it be presented to Council for approval.”     CARRIED 
 
2025-20-14: Randy Rankin – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that the Annual 
Business Open House be held on Monday March 9, 2026 beginning at 7:00 
p.m. in the W.J. Barrett Chambers or the Harbour View Building.”       CARRIED 
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2025-20-15: Marcel Baron – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that the 
application submitted through the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund (NOHFC) 
Rural Enhancement Program for project #75004124, the Thessalon Ball Park 
project, be amended to also include baseball netting, posts, and a 
gazebo/pergola in an estimated amount of $13,000.00, in addition to the 
$76,444.00 previously submitted for two digital wireless controlled 
scoreboards to be placed at Pinger field and Bunny field and further, that the 
Thessalon Family Baseball Tournament Committee be requested to continue 
to commit to providing the full 10% municipal contribution and to covering 
any cost overruns, however, should the Committee choose not to cover the 
10% municipal contribution estimated at $1,300.00 for the additional baseball 
netting, posts, and gazebo/pergola, the Town will commit to providing the 
10% municipal portion and to cover any associated cost overruns.”                      
              CARRIED 
 
2025-20-16: Marcel Baron – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that an 
application be submitted through the Northern Ontario Heritage Fund (NOHFC) 
Rural Enhancement Program for the replacement of marina docks and the 
gazebo at the Thessalon Marina in the amount of $222,220.00 with the Town’s 
share being $22,220.00 and further, that the Town covers cost overruns if any 
are incurred.”                                                                   CARRIED
 
2025-20-17: Marcel Baron – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that, in the 
interest of treating all user groups fairly, the request from the Thessalon Public 
School for free ice time be declined, and that the school continue to receive 
their current discounted rate.”                                                    CARRIED
  
2025-20-18: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that the 
Community Wellness and Recreation Committee form a Community Day 
working group.”                                                                              CARRIED 
 
2025-20-19: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that, on a trial 
basis, a weekly evening public skating session be offered on Tuesdays from 
5:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. at $2.00 per person.”              CARRIED 
 
2025-20-20: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that, leading up 
to the Olympic Team selection, watch parties be organized for Shilo Rousseau 
during her upcoming races in December and/or January, with any expenses 
incurred in 2025 to be funded through the recreation budget and further, that 
any expenses incurred in 2026 be included in the 2026 recreation budget.”   
                      CARRIED 
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2025-20-21: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that the 
Accounts Payable to December 15, 2025 in a total amount of $500,304.58 be 
approved for payment, noting that for any member of Council who has 
declared a pecuniary interest with regard to any account, his/her approval is 
based on this account(s) being excluded from the total accounts payable.” 
                                                                                                CARRIED 
 
2025-20-22: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that, after 
reviewing the rent paid by the Library to the Town as well as the actual 
expenditures, the rent not be increased for 2026.”                                  CARRIED 
 
2025-20-23: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that the email 
from the Town Superintendent, giving notice of his retirement effective July 
3, 2026 be accepted with regret.”                                               CARRIED 
 
2025-20-24: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that, due to 
the February 16, 2026 Council meeting falling on Family Day and the May 18, 
2026 Council meeting falling on Victoria Day, the Council meetings be changed 
to Tuesday, February 17, 2026 and Tuesday, May 19, 2026 respectively.”    
                                                                  CARRIED
 
2025-20-25: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that Council 
approves the Maintenance Worker Labourer 3’s request to carry over six days, 
the Deputy Clerk’s request to carry over two days, and the Clerk-Treasurer’s 
request to carry over up to ten days of unused 2025 vacation.”          CARRIED
  
2025-20-26: Lindsay Tallon – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that Council 
acknowledge receipt of the Committee and staff reports.”      CARRIED 
 
2025-20-27: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2714, being a by-law to authorize 2025 year-end financial transfers, 
be passed in open Council this 15th day of December, 2025.”              CARRIED
  
2025-20-28: Randy Rankin – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2715, being a by-law to amend the User Fees and Service Charges of 
Schedule “D” of By-Law Number 1800, to add vendor fees for the Thessalon 
Farmers’ Market to be held at the Thessalon Marina, be passed in open Council 
this 15th day of December, 2025.”                               CARRIED 
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2025-20-29: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2716, being a by-law to stop up and close a portion of Frances Street 
being part of PIN 31446-1598 to enable the sale of the property, be passed in 
open Council this 15th day of December, 2025.”                                     CARRIED 

2025-20-30: Caryn Orchard – Kevin King: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2717, being a by-law to authorize the signing of an agreement 
between Raya McKinnon and the Corporation of the Town of Thessalon for the 
temporary Driftscape Administrator of the Town of Thessalon’s Driftscape 
digital profile, be passed in open Council this 15th day of December, 2025.”            
                                                                                                CARRIED 
  
2025-20-31: Lindsay Tallon – Tracey Cooke: “That Council proceed in 
Closed Session in order to address personal matters about an identifiable 
individual, including municipal or local board employees, and specifically, 1) a 
recommendation in regards to the Seniors’ Program Coordinator/Office 
Assistant position, 2) a recommendation in regards to the By-Law 
Enforcement Officer Intern position probationary period, 3) a recommendation 
in regards to the proposed Municipal Operations Manager position, 4) a review 
of surrounding doctors’ commitments related to a doctor recruitment 
compensation proposal and as per ADDENDUM “1”, 5) a recommendation in 
regards to Employee #36.”                                                           CARRIED 

2025-20-32: Lindsay Tallon – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that Council 
resume Open Session.”                                                                                CARRIED 
 
2025-20-33: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that, with regard 
to Closed Session Item No. 1), Council accepts the recommendation from the 
Hiring Committee in regards to the Seniors’ Program Coordinator/Office 
Assistant position.”                                                                   CARRIED 

2025-20-34: Kevin King – Randy Rankin: “Be it resolved that, with regard 
to Closed Session Item No. 2), Council accepts the recommendation from the 
Property Standards Committee in regards to the By-law Enforcement Intern 
position probationary period.”                                                    CARRIED 

2025-20-35: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that, with 
regard to Closed Session Item No. 3), Council accepts the recommendation 
from the Human Resources Committee in regards to the proposed Municipal 
Operations Manager position.”                                                    CARRIED 
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2025-20-36: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that, with 
regard to Closed Session Item No. 4), Council supports a multi-partner funding 
model to be administered through the North Shore Health Network-
Administering Physician Fund, to include the surrounding municipalities, local 
businesses, organizations and residents, and that outreach to potential 
partners also be undertaken, recognizing that these contributions represent 
an investment in the long-term stability of our hospital and local health 
services and further, that Council approve a contribution of up to $40,000 
from the Doctor Incentives Reserve to this fund, with any future contributions 
to be determined and allocated through upcoming budgets and that, once the 
Administering Physician Fund is fully supported, any overage shall remain in 
the fund for future doctor incentives.”                                                         CARRIED 

 
2025-20-37: Tracey Cooke – Lindsay Tallon: “Be it resolved that, with 
regard to Closed Session Item No. 5), Council accepts the recommendation 
from the Human Resources Committee in regards to Employee #36.”   
             CARRIED 

                                                                                                                                                                     
2025-20-38: Lindsay Tallon – Tracey Cooke: “Be it resolved that By-law 
Number 2718, being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the meeting of 
Council held on December 15, 2025, be passed in open Council this 15th day 
of December, 2025.”                                                                   CARRIED 

 
2025-20-39: Lindsay Tallon – Tracey Cooke: “That this meeting be 
adjourned at 7:53 p.m.”         CARRIED  
 
 
 

____________________________ 
      Mayor 

Seal       
             
             
      ____________________________ 
      Clerk Treasure 
 


